2005 Season Preview

April 6, 2005
Parity, or more specifically, mediocrity, is the name of the game this year.  Besides Boston, New York (AL), and Los Angeles (AL), dominant teams are few and far between, yet there are six divisions to be won.  A quick glance at the teams reveals that, in this writer’s opinion, there are about 18 teams capable of winning a division without it being considered shocking.  Is this good or bad for baseball?  The mediocrity stinks, but the fact that a team like Detroit can make some offseason moves and have a legitimate chance at winning a division is good for baseball (of course, the money they threw at the players could feed a third world country for an eternity).  In the end, it will still be Boston, New York, and six others competing for the crown.  The World Series trophy will not be going to a member of the AL East, however.  Read TCO’s 2005 Season Preview to find out the answers to next October’s questions.
AL East

New York
money well spent on this roster of stars
Boston
robust offense needs consistency from starting pitching
Baltimore
too much offense for last, not enough pitching for first
Toronto
a few comeback years (Wells, Halladay, etc.) will have the Jays competing around .500
Tampa Bay
many young stars but pitching questions keep this tough team from climbing
AL Central

Minnesota
interchangeable parts and a winning past keep them on top

Cleveland
lesser-known but talented offense will keep the Tribe close

Chicago
offseason rehaul could place them anywhere, but “middle of the pack” is most likely

Detroit
intriguing team on the upswing, but too many “ifs” to compete this year

Kansas City
retreads in the lineup, little help in pitching spell last place for KC
AL West

Los Angeles
a roster with few holes should keep them in first through season’s end

Oakland
young pitchers will step up and keep the A’s competitive

Seattle
exciting lineup, but road games will challenge this rotation

Texas
as always, will only go as far as the pitching takes them

NL East

Atlanta
learned last year not to bet against them
Florida
best team in division on paper, but must show it on the field

New York
Pedro and Glavine will carry their winning ways over to the whole team
Philadelphia
Better than a fourth place team, but someone has to finish lower in this competitive division

Washington
A new name, but some of the same problems – lack of depth and talent will do them in
NL Central

St. Louis
strong heart of the lineup and steady staff will lead to a division title
Chicago
a healthy Wood and Prior could steal the Central from the Cards
Milwaukee
a true ace (Sheets) and Overbay, Lee, and Jenkins will keep the Brew Crew competitive
Houston
veterans aren’t getting younger as Houston lacks depth to compete for an entire season
Cincinnati
plenty of hitting but suspect pitching hurts this team again
Pittsburgh
too many holes in the lineup to expect any surge in the standings
NL West
San Diego
finally have all the tools to lead a division
Los Angeles
deep pitching staff should keep L.A. afloat
Arizona
strong rebuilding effort after losing Randy
San Francisco
geriatric squad will have trouble staying healthy the entire season
Colorado
too young, too raw, too “not good”
AL Playoff teams:  New York, Minnesota, Los Angeles, and Boston (WC)
ALCS:  Anaheim over New York
NL Playoff teams:  Atlanta, St. Louis, San Diego, and Florida (WC)
NLCS:  Florida over San Diego
World Series:  Los Angeles (AL) over Florida
The Angels should emerge with the AL’s best record, forcing them to have the unenviable task of playing Boston in the first round.  Boston’s magic will fade, however, and Los Angeles (AL) will move on to knock off the Yankees in the ALCS, exposing Kevin Brown and New York’s bullpen.  In the NL, expect Florida to take advantage of the wild card format for the third time, besting St. Louis and sending an upstart San Diego team home in the NLCS.  In the World Series, however, the Angels’ offense will be too much for Florida, and Los Angeles will beat the Marlins in six games to win their second World Series in four years.
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